
 

 

 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
KNIFE ANGEL HEREFORD TEAM CALLS FOR LOCAL SUPPORT 
 
13 January 2021 
 
The Knife Angel, otherwise known as the National Monument Against Violence and 
Aggression, is coming to Hereford in 2021. Standing 27ft high and weighing 3.5 tons, 
it is a spectacular sculpture of an angel.  The sculpture took over two years to create 
from over 100,000 knives received from 43 police forces across the UK and will be 
hosted by Hereford Cathedral for 28 days in June.  
 
The team responsible for bringing the Knife Angel to Hereford is headed by Alison 
Davies, who lost her son, Mark, to knife crime in 2018, and Meryl Cain. Together 
with a small group of friends, the team is aiming to offer a wide range of events when 
the Knife Angel comes to Hereford to encourage dialogue within the community 
about the impact of violence and knife crime in particular. They also hope that the 
presence of the Knife Angel will drive footfall to the city as people come to see this 
remarkable sculpture.  
 
The events the team is hoping to put on include: 
 

• A series of free public workshops and interactive events at Hereford 
Cathedral, and other venues in the city  

• A national conference to engage with professionals in related spheres 
• A dedicated youth conference, identifying young people’s needs and issues 

which they feel have a negative impact on them and their community  
• A weapons amnesty, approved by West Mercia Police (a secure weapon 

surrender bin travels with the Knife Angel) 
• An opening ceremony and closing vigil. 

 
The scale of events will depend on how much support can be garnered from 
communities in Herefordshire and beyond. 
 
In order to achieve its ambitions, the team needs sponsors and volunteers to come 
forward to help however they can, including by:  
 

• Offering pro-bono services, or services or materials at a reduced rate, eg: 
security, insurance, road haulage/craneage, printing/advertising, catering, 
lighting and PA systems 

• Helping with visitors/groups arriving to see the Knife Angel  



 

 

• Assisting with workshops for children of all ages (DBS checks will be required) 
• Devising and organising fundraising events/initiatives 
• Spending time with visitors who have been affected by trauma and signpost 

them to further support. 
 
Alison Davies comments: 
 
“By bringing the incredible Knife Angel to Hereford, I wanted to raise awareness of 
the catastrophic impact violent crime has on families, individuals and communities 
and to encourage discussion among all elements of our community, from our young 
people to the general public, through to the authorities who have to manage the 
consequences and provide support of different kinds to both victims and 
perpetrators.  
 
“For me personally it is helping me to have something positive to focus on following 
the senseless death of my son Mark.  
 
“I do hope that Herefordshire businesses and individuals will step forward to support 
the Angel’s visit to Herefordshire in any way they can in order to raise awareness of 
the devastating impact violence has on all our lives.” 
 
All those who are interested in getting involved in any capacity should email: 
knifeangelhereford@gmail.com.  Alternatively, anyone wishing to make a donation 
can do so via the Hereford Knife Angel’s Just Giving Page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/knifeangelhereford. 
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Please see attached image of some of the members of the Knife Angel Hereford 
Steering Group and Team. 
  
Pictured from left to right are:  
 
William Talbot Ponsonby / Hereford Cathedral school, Jess Stallwood / Hereford 
Cathedral Team,  Jeremy Wilding MBE / Gabbs Solicitors,  Pauline Strong / KAH 
Team, Frank Myers MBE / Herefordshire Community Foundation, Alison Davies / 
KAH Team, The Rt Revd Richard Jackson Bishop of Hereford / Hereford Diocese, 
Meryl Cain / KAH Team, Christian Dangerfield / Green Dragon Hotel,  Mayor of 
Hereford Kath Hey / Hereford City Council,  Ben Lea / Close House,  Eileen Sims / 
KAH Team.  
 
 
 



 

 

Additional Steering Group members (not pictured) 
 
Superintendent Ross Jones / Herefordshire Police, West Mercia,   
Major General Arthur Denaro CBE, DL,  
Dave Tristram, Herefordshire Council Funding and Enterprise Team,  
Mike Truelove / Hereford BID, Nic Millington / Rural Media,  
Jan Bailey / Herefordshire Business Board, Will Lindesay / HVOSS 
 
 
The Knife Angel, Hereford Team 
 
Alison Davies and Meryl Cain:  Joint Project Leaders 
Pauline Strong:    Volunteers / Team Leader 
Eileen Sims:     Financials 
Jan Jefferies:     Team Member 
Amanda Stanley:    Research 
Prof Catherine Hamilton-Giachritsis Conference Organiser 
 
Contact via email:   knifeangelhereford@gmail.com  
 
For further information about the Knife Angel’s visit to Hereford, please see: 
https://knifeangelhereford.co.uk/  
 
Partner organisations 
 
We are very grateful for the support of the following organisations:  
 
John Campion West Mercia Police and Crime Commissioner, West Mercia Police, 
British Ironwork Centre, Hereford City Council, The Chapter of Hereford Cathedral, 
Hereford Diocese, Herefordshire Council, The Herefordshire Community Foundation, 
Herefordshire Business Board, Hereford BID, Golden Valley Web Design, Eat Sleep 
Live Herefordshire. 
 
 
The Knife Angel 
 
The Knife Angel originates from the British Ironwork Centre in Oswestry and was 
crafted by the incredibly talented sculptor and artist, Alfie Bradley.   
 
The Knife Angel has been on tour around the UK and has become recognised as a 
National Monument Against Violence and Aggression.  
 
Host towns and cities have actively engaged in the “National Anti-violence 
Champions” campaign, with young people and children – to increase awareness and 
encourage them to reject violent and aggressive behaviour in its many forms.  
 
Clive Knowles, CEO and founder of the British Ironwork Centre says: “Just imagine 
in our digital, fast moving world if this anti-violence and aggression stand were to go 
viral?” We can all help to make this happen.  
 



 

 

Further information about the Knife Angel can be found at:  
https://www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk/show-areas/the-knife-angel-official/ 
 


